












cause  photosensitive  pellagra  dermatitis.  Chromatolytic 
changes are found in Betz cells of motor cortex. Similar 
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Benign  signet  ring  cells  in  the  subserosa  of  the  small 
intestine: a pseudoneoplastic phenomenon
Editor,
Aggregates  of  non-neoplastic  signet  ring  cells  have  been 
previously  described  in  the  small  intestine  mucosa  in 
ischaemia  1 and in association with Peutz-Jeghers polyps,2 




gastrointestinal  tract.5, 6, 7 We  report  a  case  in  which  non-








medical  history  included  ischaemic  heart  disease  and  an 
abdominal aortic aneurysm. A barium enema showed a tight 
stricture,  proximal  to  the  point  of  previous  anastamosis, 


























Fig 1A.  Subserosal  signet  ring  cells  in  groups  and  singly 
dispersed.©  The Ulster Medical Society, 2006.





disease  and  tuberculosis.8 This  patient  had  a  past  history 
of  vascular  disease  including  myocardial  infarction  and 
an abdominal aortic aneurysm, and while histology of the 
small intestine showed features of an ischaemic stricture, 
the  abundance  of  signet  ring  cells  in  the  subserosa  was 
alarming.
He  had  a  previous  colectomy  for  adenocarcinoma  and 


































are  thought  to  be  dispersed  Goblet  cells  derived  from 
multipotent stem cells in the crypt base following ischaemic 
injury.1 These cells stain positive for neutral mucins  1 and 
































colitis. Am J Surg Pathol 2001; 25(4): 542.
  5.  Kim H, Dorfman RF, Rappaport H. Signet ring cell lymphoma. A 
rare  morphologic  and  functional  expression  of  nodular  (follicular) 
lymphoma. Am J Surg Path 1978; 2(2): 119-132.
  6.  Mendelsohn G. Signet-cell-simulating microfollicular adenoma of the 
thyroid. Am J Surg Path 1984; 8(9): 705-708.
  7.  Wang HL, Humphrey PA. Exaggerated signet-ring cell change in stromal 
nodule of prostate: a pseudoneoplastic proliferation. Am J Surg Path 
2002; 26(8): 1066-1070.





comparative analysis. Am J Surg Pathol 2003; 27(11): 1429-1433.